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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-54 were currently pending. Claims 55-60 have been added and claim 1 has 
been amended for clarity, without acquiescence in the cited basis for rejection or prejudice to 
pursue the original claims in a related application. No new matter has been added. A complete 
listing of the current pending claims is provided below and supersedes all previous claims 
listing(s). 

1. (Currently Amended) A federated system comprising: 

a plurality of data sources, each data source being associated with a taxonomy; and 
one or more nodes comprising one or more servers, at least one of the one or more nodes 
comprising a taxonomy view, one or more of the plurality of data sources being defmed on the at least 
one node, the at least one node ftirther comprising one or more mappings between the taxonomy view of 
the at least one node and the taxonomy of [[each]] at least one data source of the plurality of data sources 
defmed on the at least one node, the at least one node being coimectable to one or more clients , wherein 
the taxonomy view of the at least one node allows the at least one of the data source defmed on the at 
least one node to be integrated into a standardized schema . 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one node is coimectable to at least 

one other node. 

3 . (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the at least one other node is a portal. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one node is a private data 



interchange. 



5. (Original) The system of claim 1, 
send repUcated data to one or more other nodes. 



wherein one of the one or more nodes is configured to 



6. (Original) The system of claim 1, 

synchronize with one or more other nodes. 



wherein one of the one or more nodes is configured to 



7. 



(Original) 



The system of claim 1, 



wherein one of the one or more nodes is configured to 



host content and/or user information. 
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8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the content comprises notifications, updates, 

security information, and/or links to other sources of content. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein one of the one or more nodes is configured to 
facilitate communication between a client coimected to the node and one or more nodes discoimected 
from the client. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the node facilitates communication by 
fransmitting one or more requests for information from the client to the one or more discoimected nodes 
and conveying one or more responses to the one or more client requests from the one or more 
disconnected nodes to the client. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the node facilitates communication by verifying 
the client has permission to communicate with the one or more disconnected nodes. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the node facilitates communication by blending 
content from the one or more discoimected nodes before communicating the content to the client. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein one of the one or more nodes is configured to 
receive one or more requests from a client coimected to the node. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the one or more requests comprise one or more 
requests for content changes and/or for additional content. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein one or more applications are accessible through 
at least one of the one or more clients. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the one or more applications are stored on the at 
least one cHent. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the one or more applications are updated by the 
at least one client and/or one or more nodes coimectable to the at least one client. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein access to the one or more applications is 
controlled by one or more nodes coimectable to the at least one client. 
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19. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the one or more applications are utilized for 
design, filtering, validation, configuration, optimization, matching, mapping, administration, browsing, 
selection, procurement, and/or soiircing. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one node is part of an organization in 
which at least one other node is a part of. 

2 1 . (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the at least one node and the at least one other 
node are in different divisions of the organization. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the one or more data sources 
defined on the at least one node resides on the at least one node. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the plurality of data sovirces does 
not reside on a node. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein access to each data source is controlled by one of 
the one or more nodes. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein access to a data source is controlled by 

restricting access to content in the data source. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein one or more IDs and/or passwords are used to 
restrict access to the content in the data source. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the one or more IDs and/or passwords are 
stored on the node controlling access to the data source. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein access to a data source is controlled by 
regulating presentation of content fi-om the data source. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein presentation of content fi-om the data source is 
regulated by establishing one or more modes of presenting the content from the data source. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein presentation of content from the data source is 
regulated by dictating whether and to what extent content from the data source is presented. 
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3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein one or more filters and/or business rules are 
used to regulate the presentation of content from the data source. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein the one or more filters and/or business rules are 
stored on the node controlling access to the data source. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein access to a data source is controlled by altering 
content from the data source. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein content from the data source is altered by 
increasing one or more values in the content, decreasing one or more values in the content, and/or 
replacing one or values in the content with one or more other values. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein alteration of the content from the data source 
depends upon which client is seeking access to the content. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein one or more business rules are used to alter the 
content from the data source. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 36, wherein the one or more business rules are stored on the 
node controlling access to the data source. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein access to a data source is controlled by 
managing how content from the data source can be used. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 38, wherein one or more business rules are used to manage 
how the content from the data source is used. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 39, wherein the one or more business rules are stored on the 
node controlling access to the data source. 

4 1 . (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein access to each data source is controlled by one 
or more other nodes. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one other node is configured to control 
access to at least one of the one or more data sources defined on the at least one node. 
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43. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one node is configured to control 
access to at least one of the one or more data sources defined on the at least one node. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein only a portion of the taxonomy of at least one of 
the one or more data sources defined on the at least one node is available for mapping. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein only a portion of the taxonomy of at least one of 
the one or more data sources defined on the at least one node is mapped to the taxonomy view of the at 
least one node. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the taxonomy of at least one of the plurality of 
data sources is different from the taxonomy of at least one other data source. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein each data source comprises content and the 
content of at least one of the plurality of data sources is different from the content of at least one other 
data source. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the taxonomy view of the at least one node is a 

snapshot of the taxonomy of at least one of the one or more data sources defined on the at least one node. 

49. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein a taxonomy is an organizational structure and/or 
classification scheme. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein a set of application programming interfaces are 
available to each node and/or each client. 

5 1 . (Original) The system of claim 50, wherein the at least one node communicates with a 
client connected to the at least one node and/or accesses at least one of the one or more data source 
defined on the at least one node via one or more application programming interfaces in the set of 
application programming interfaces. 

52. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one node ftirther comprises at least 
one other taxonomy view. 

53. (Original) The system of claim 52, wherein the at least one other taxonomy view is based 
on the taxonomy view. 
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54. (Original) The system of claim 5 1 , wherein the at least one other taxonomy view is a 
personal view, a role -based view, a project view, or a company view. 

55. (New) A volatile or non volatile computer-usable storage medium containing instructions 
thereon, the instructions being executable by a computer to cause the computer to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

associating at least one data source of a plurality of data sources with a taxonomy; 

defining the at least one data source on at least one node of one or more nodes, the at least one 
node comprising a taxonomy view; and 

mapping between the taxonomy view of the at least one node and the taxonomy of the at least one 
data soiirce of the plwality of data sources, wherein the taxonomy view of the at least one node allows the 
at least one data source defined on the at least one node to be integrated into a standardized schema. 

56. (New) The medium of claim 55, furlhcr comprising facilitating communication between a client 
connected to the at least one node and one or more nodes disconnected from the client. 

57. (New) The medium of claim 55, further comprising accessing one or more applications through 
at least one client. 

58. (New) The medium of claim 55, further comprising controlling access to the at least one data 
source by one of the one or more nodes. 

59. (New) The medium of claim 55, further comprising mapping a portion of the taxonomy of the at 
least one data source defined on the at least one node to the taxonomy view of the at least one node. 

60. (New) The medium of claim 55, wherein the at least one node further comprises at least one 
other taxonomy view. 
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